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Overview

ELCA Churchwide actions were an intent to change
policy without providing content for what the new policies
would look like.

Reactions expressed by congregation at the August
Informational meeting were strong.

Survey was developed: 77 responses were given.



‘What actually changed

Prior to Aug. 2009, persons who considered themselves
homosexual could be ordained so long as they pledged
to be celibate.

This means that there have been gay and lesbian pastors
In the ELCA prior to now.

What has changed is that persons who consider
themselves homosexual can be ordained even if they are

living In or intend someday to live in a Publically
Accountable Life-long Monogamous Same-sex (PALMS)

relationship.
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Four Key Issues # 1

The role of the Bible

- The Bible has not changed. Passages in the Bible
speak negatively toward same-sex behavior.

- Qur constitution remains t
congregation accepts the canonical Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God
and the authoritative source and norm of its
proclamation, faith, and | |

. The confessions of the Lutheran Church have not
changed.
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Four Key Issues # 2

What shall we teach?

. We are all children of God! All have sinned and all are
justi fied by Godds grace t |
Romans 3:23-24.

. We are all sinners and saints.

- Augsburg Fortress is not developing new material in
response to the social statement and policy changes.

- Synod resource center is available. Through this
center we can specify what material we do and do not
want it to contain.
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Four Key Issues # 3
Marriage 1 s defined I n the ¢

covenant of mutual promises, commitment, and hope
authorized legally by the state and blessed by God. The
historic Christian tradition and the Lutheran Confessions
have recognized marriage as a covenant between a man

and a woman, reflecting Mark 10: 619 0
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# 3 Continued

There Is ambiguity from the social statement in that the
definition of marriage is in the past tense.

The Conference of Bishops (comprised of the bishops
from each of the synods and our Presiding Bishop)
believe that teaching on marriage has not changed.

The ELCA has not agreed to bless same-sex
relationship.
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Four Key Issues # 4

Exercise our voice

. We have done this through our synod assembly, via
our voting members.

- Pastor Mark has been in dialog with the Bishop and
Pr. Kessinger.

- Pastor Kessinger met with council.

- As opportunities arise to exercise our voice they will
be shared with you. We have an annual voice through
our yearly synod assembly where four members of our
congregation are permitted to vote.
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Feedback from Synod

One ofthekeyon-goi ng questions f or
we exist knowing that our church (the ELCA) may have
some pulpits where ministers in PALMS are called.

While we may be in opposition, can we live in relationship

with other area Lutheran congregations that support
PALMS?

As of now there are no candidates in the process or

requesting reinstatement within the ELCA who are in a
PALMS relationship.
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As Lutherans, we believe that we can remain in open
dialog with one another on delicate issues. We may not

agree on t hose 1 ssues Dbut ol
structure is such that choices will not be forced upon us.
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Judgment

Sin is sin. For Lutherans, there is no hierarchy of sins. It
IS NOT our job to judge a persons eternal life.

Candidates for rostered ministry are examined thoroughly
and for a variety of reasons may not be granted approval.
Persons responsible for evaluating candidates include:
candidacy committee, Internship congregation, Seminary
faculty, bishop of candidates synod, etc.
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What can we do?

WE CAN direct the Education Committee to glean
curriculum and reject its use in our congregation should
the traditional teaching of marriage not be upheld.

WE CAN legally say that a person in a PALMS
relationship will not be a pastoral candidate for this
congregation.
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What can we do?

Mission Support

. We can request that our monies remain within our
Southwestern PA Synod.

- We can specify by line item what ministries of the
ELCA we will support such as Missionaries, Disaster
relief, World Hunger, Seminary education, etc.

- We can adopt a calendar of causes approach to
mission support.



What can we do? Continued

. We are evaluating our relationship with the ELCA.

- We are monitoring the development of Lutheran
CORE (Coalition for Renewal).

- Keep informed.
- PRAY!



STILL UNANSWERED QUESTIONS:

What will the specific definition of PALMS look like?
How will that be different from marriage?

While our synod council issued a letter to the ELCA
Church Councill, the synod is still waiting a response.
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STILL UNANSWERED QUESTIONS:

Lutheran CORE Is taking shape. What remains a work in
progress is what shape Lutheran CORE and other
Lutheran bodies take?

A chapter of Lutheran CORE is forming and will be
meeting today at St. John on Perry Highway.

CORE announced that work will begin on the formation of
a new Lutheran denomination. Detalls will be released In
February.



